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Professor Shirley Geok-lin Lim (English Department, University of California, Santa Barbara)
SRR BHSEEFAC Asian American Poetry
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PRFEAAH:

The seminar will begin with an overview of contemporary American poetry ( Unsettling America, ed.
Gillan and Gillan), focusing on issues of identity (race, gender, class, and other categories) as these
issues have been articulated in poetic form. We will then examine different approaches to the
canons of Asian American poetry , first through a comparison and contrast of a three major
anthologies , Breaking Silence: An Anthology of Contemporary Asian-American Poets (ed. Joseph
Bruchac , 1983 ) , The Open Boat ( ed . Garrett Hongo , 1993 ) and Premonitions : The Kaya Poetry
of Asian North American Poetry ( ed. Walter Lew, 1995). We will be reading for answers to questions
such as : What is " ethnic" or " "Asian American” poetry? What are some of their identifiers and are
these identifiers fixed, separate, stable in relation to other American poetry? What are the historical
contexts, beginning in the 1860s, for reading contemporary Asian American poets? Who are among
the most interesting producers? We will pay attention to prize-winning poets such as Cathy Song
(Picture Bride , Yale Younger Poets Award, 1982), David Mura (After We Lost Our Way, National
Poetry Series, 1989), Garrett Hongo (Yellow Light, Lamont Poetry Prize, 1987), and Li-Young Lee
(Lamont, 1990). Finally we will focus closely on selected works by Chinese American poets, from the
anonymous poets who appear in the ollection, Island, to Marilyn Chin ,Arthur Sze, Erick Chock, Li-
Young Lee and myself to understand how their poems are influenced by and incorporate Chinese
language, literature, culture, history and philosophy.
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TEL: 886-7-5252000 44 3131 ~3133 FAX: 886-7-5253200

70 Lien-Hai Road, Kaohsiung 804, Taiwan ROC
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