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Course Description

The seminar presents varieties of Pacific Rim literatures in English, and in so doing, investigate contemporary Pacific
cultural discourse. In addition to the focus on conversion and counter-conversion in contexts of de-nativization, hybridity,
and renativization in sites of the modern Pacific (like Hawai'i and Tonga and on the Pacific Rim), in the first two weeks, we
will focus on emergent forms of region-making and refigurations of place, nation, community, and ecological world around
"Oceania," and discuss what this means in relation to the gods and master-narratives of global capitalism. The second half
of the seminar will pick up discussions on various aspects of Oceania by looking, in week 3, at several literary
representations of Oceania in poems, plays, a short story, a novel, and a film. In week 4, we will look at two book-length
sequences of poems by a Maori poet and an American Indian poet. These texts will raise interesting issues about
contemporary Indigenous poetry, ocean and land based ideas about indigeneity, Indigenous technologies (ocean-voyaging
waka ["canoes"] and large-scale earthworks [*mounds'"]), ongoing struggles over identity and land rights, political
activism, and so forth.
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